GOOD HANDS VETERINARY HOSPITAL

MISSION STATEMENT:
  We will continually strive to treat clients with respect, honesty, and compassion.  We will each do our best to work together to educate clients and ourselves so we can give pets a healthy and happy life for as long as possible.

We will strive to:

Develop and maintain a reputation for the highest quality veterinary care and professionalism

Be committed to excellence in all our patient and client service

Provide prompt, courteous, and friendly service to all that enter our door

Encourage open communication between clients, staff, and doctors

Provide a safe and friendly environment for clients, patients, and staff

Kitten Vaccine Schedule


Kittens need to be vaccinated beginning at six weeks of age and need to be vaccinated every three weeks until they are four months old for Distemper (Panleukopenia), and upper respiratory tract diseases (Rhinotracheitis, Calci-virus, Pneumonitis).  At four months of age we will give your kitten a one-year Rabies vaccination.  After the initial series, the vaccinations will need to be boostered annually.  We also recommend all kittens be tested and then vaccinated for Feline Leukemia Virus.  

Example:

Six weeks old:


FDRCP





Deworming for roundworms and hookworms





Feline Leukemia Test

Nine weeks old:

FDRCP





Deworming for roundworms and hookworms





Feline Leukemia vaccine

Twelve weeks old:

FDRCP





Fecal sample check microscopically





Feline Leukemia vaccine

Fifteen weeks old:

FDRCP





Rabies vaccine


You may read or hear about a Feline Kennel Cough (Bordetella) vaccine.  This is a new vaccine and we do not recommend it at this time.

FELINE HEARTWORM DISEASE

Heartworm disease is caused by a parasite, Dirofilaria immitis that lives in the blood vessels of the lungs of the cat.  Mosquitoes transmit the disease.  After a mosquito bites your cat, it can leave a tiny worm (larvae) under the cat’s skin.  The larvae travel to the heart and lung where it will become an adult.  Clinical symptoms of infected cats include anorexia, weight loss, difficulty breathing, coughing, vomiting, and may progress to acute respiratory distress, collapse, fainting and death.

Heartworm disease is preventable by giving your cat heartworm prevention once a month.  We recommend that he or she remain on the prevention year round as it is easier to prevent the disease than it is to treat it.  Even completely indoor cats begin heartworm prevention as it only takes one mosquito to infect your pet.

Again, heartworm disease is prevalent in Georgia, but it can be prevented by monthly medication.

SPAYING and NEUTERING


It is important that your pet be spayed or neutered for their health as well as to help prevent unwanted puppies or kittens from being born.


A spay or OHE is an ovariohysterectomy.  This means that both ovaries and the entire uterus are removed.  This will help prevent breast cancer, ovarian cancer, uterine cancer and uterine infection.  It is ideal to spay a female prior to her first heat cycle which usually occurs by 4-6 months of age.  Therefore, we recommend spaying at 4 months of age.  

Neutering, or castration, is the removal of both testicles.  This helps prevent testicular cancer, prostatic cancer, prostatic infection and abnormal enlargement of the prostate gland.  Neutering also has beneficial behavioral effects:  it reduces roaming and fighting and is used to prevent and treat urine spraying in male cats. We recommend neutering at 6 to 10 months of age. 

When the surgery is performed it is generally a one day procedure.  Your pet will arrive in the morning and be able to go home the same afternoon.  Your pet will be placed under general anesthesia (the same one used in people, it is therefore the safest one available to use).  Your pet will be attached to monitoring equipment during surgery, so the activity of the heart will be monitored.  The surgeon will wear a cap and mask, surgically scrub prior to each surgery and put on a sterile gown and gloves.  Separately sterilized instruments will be used on each patient.

Overpopulation of dogs and cats is a serious problem in the South, and all over the country.  The Humane Society of the United States estimates that shelters in the U.S. accept 8 to 12 million animals each year.  Depending on geographic region, 30 to 90 percent of those animals are euthanized, or "put to sleep" because homes cannot be found for them all.  Contrary to popular belief, even young healthy animals must be put down in shelters and animal control facilities due to the lack of good available homes.  An average fertile cat can produce about three litters per year, with an average litter of four to six kittens.  In seven years, one female cat and her offspring can produce 420,000 cats!  If your pet is not to be used for breeding, you can help reduce the number of unwanted animals appearing in shelters by having you pet spayed or neutered.

FELINE LEUKEMIA

Feline leukemia is caused by a virus, which inhibits the immune system and is the leading cause of death from infectious agents in cats.  The virus is present in saliva, urine and other body fluids and is typically passed from cat to cat by general contact, including licking, biting, and sneezing.  

Once a cat has been infected with feline leukemia virus, the virus will travel to lymph nodes where it infects the cells of the lymph system (lymphocytes).  Lymphocytes are very important cells to the body as they help fight off disease.  Once infected, these cells do not work well and the cat can show signs of illness.  Cats may also be infected for long periods of time before they show any signs.  Typical signs include depression, fever, and loss of appetite, anemia, and swollen glands.  The cat also becomes susceptible to certain types of cancer of the white blood cell, lymphosarcoma (tumor of the lymph node), and chronic or recurrent infections.

What can you do?  First we need to test your kitten or cat for the presence of the virus.  Once the kitten or cat has tested negative, we can vaccinate your pet to help increase its immunity against the disease.  It is best to keep your pet indoors to decrease exposure to other cats that may be carrying the virus (and other diseases, being hit by a car, or getting in fights).  Have any new kitten/cat tested before bringing it into a household with other cats.  Cats at risk for FeLV include outdoor cats, cats in multi-cat households, stray cats and kittens of mother cats at high risk.  Detection of this disease is vital since 85% of cats that are diagnosed with feline leukemia die.

To test your kitten/cat we will need a little sample of blood.  Once the test is negative we will need to give him/her two vaccines three weeks apart initially, then booster it annually.  If your kitten/cat is positive for the virus we will discuss options with you.

INTESTINAL PARASITES IN YOUR CAT

Parasites can not only be bothersome they can be dangerous if left unchecked.  The following are some common intestinal parasites you should be aware of:

A. Roundworms: (Toxocara canis, Toxascaris leonina, and Toxocara cati)  The most important isT canis  as it can cause fatal infections in kittens and can affect humans as well.  The usual mode of infection is by prenatal infection of kittens from larvae in the maternal tissues. In kittens <6 weeks of age, the larvae hatch, penetrate the intestinal mucosa, and migrate to the liver and lungs.  The kitten will cough them up, swallow them, and the worm matures in the small intestine.  In older cats, the larvae (baby worms) become encysted in muscle, kidneys, and other tissues.  They will lie dormant, and in times of stress or hormonal changes (pregnancy), they may become mobilized and "re-infect" the adult cat.  A diagnosis of the parasite can be made by identifying the egg of the parasite in the feces on microscopic exam.  We automatically deworm kittens for these parasites, two times at a three-week interval.  After that a microscopic exam will be performed and then done annually, or as needed.  Control of the parasite requires cleaning the feces regularly, as the eggs are passed in the stool.

B. Hookworms:  (Ancylostoma caninum)   Infection occurs following ingestion of the larvae from the soil or as a kitten from the colostrum and milk of the mother.  Skin penetration in young kittens is followed by migration of the larvae through the blood to the lungs, where they are coughed up, swallowed, and mature in the small intestine.  In older cats the larvae may migrate and become insisted in the muscle, and again, during times of stress or hormonal changes "re-infect" the cat.  Once in the small intestine the worms will suck blood and can cause severe anemia and death.  A diagnosis of the parasite can be made by identifying the egg of the parasite in the 

feces on microscopic exam.  We automatically deworm kittens for these parasites, two times at a three-week interval.  After that a microscopic exam will be performed and then done annually, or as needed.  Control of the parasite requires cleaning the feces regularly, as the eggs are passed in the stool.

C. Tapeworms: Cats acquire this infection primarily by ingesting a flea that is carrying the parasite.  If they are avid hunters and have access to mice and rats, they can acquire the parasite by eating those rodents.  Clinical signs vary from none to diarrhea, unthriftiness, irritability shaggy coat, large appetite with no weight gain, and severe emaciation.  Diagnosis can be made upon microscopic exam of the eggs in the feces; however, you tend to see the small white segments of the worm around the anal area of your pet.  Control of the parasite begins by controlling exposure to fleas and disposing of the feces regularly.  If you see these segments on your pet please notify us and we can get your pet some medication to take care of the parasite.

Roundworms and tapeworms are the only two parasites you can see visibly.  Roundworms are long and thin and look like pieces of spaghetti and tapeworms are short and flat and look like pieces of rice.  The other parasites can only be detected microscopically.  If you have any questions about intestinal parasites, please do not hesitate to inquire.

EXTERNAL PARASITES

Fleas and ticks are not only bothersome; they can carry disease that may cause series harm to your pet.  Fleas can survive in Georgia year round, being most prevalent in the hot and humid summer.  They can suck enough blood, especially in puppies and kittens, to cause severe anemia (blood loss), and death.  More commonly, they may carry the parasite Dipylidium caninum, also known as tapeworms that can infect your pet.  Flea control has been made much easier.  There are two products available that are easy to apply and safe to administer.  They are Frontline (Top Spot) and Advantage.  These are available only through your Veterinarian and are highly efficacious.  Ticks are common in this area as well.  A thorough 'tick check' should be done daily on all pets that go outside.  Ticks can transmit disease such as Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever and Lyme Disease.  Again, Frontline (Top Spot) is very effective against ticks, as are some collars that we carry.  We will be happy to discuss these products further if you have any questions.

For puppies and kittens less than eight weeks of age a gentle shampoo and flea spray will be more appropriate for their tender skin.  Again, we will be happy to make any recommendations you may need.

SAVE A LIFE.  GET AN AVID FriendlyChip

Every year more family pets die from not being identified than from all infectious diseases combined.  Now you can ensure that your pet, if lost, can be quickly identified and returned safely to your home.  The AVID Friend Chip is a tiny computer chip enclosed within a biocompatible capsule that has a unique identification number programmed into it.  The entire device is small enough to be injected under your pet's skin with a hypodermic needle with no more discomfort than that of a routine vaccination.  The microchip provides a permanent, positive identification for the life of your pet that cannot be lost, altered or removed.  Each chip has an identification number unique to your pet.  An Avid scanner reads the microchip identification number through the skin in less than a second.  Once your pet is identified and registered, a nationwide computerized tracking system for companion animals (PETtrac) can rapidly identify a pet anywhere in the United States.

Since many animals that are lost or stolen eventually end up at animal shelters, AVID has generously donated a microchip scanner to the Humane Society of Athens to minimize the number of pets that are needlessly put to sleep because they cannot be identified.  The AVID microchip identification system is a simple, safe, and inexpensive way to protect your pet against loss or theft.  For more information regarding the microchip identification system, contact your veterinarian, the Athens Area Humane Society or your local animal control.

Monica Kucher, DVM

EMERGENCY SERVICE

During regular business hours we are available to take emergencies as they arise.  It is best if you telephone the office first so we know you are coming and can prepare for you and your pet.  AFTER HOURS WE ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE:



ANIMAL EMERGENCY HOSPITAL



7530 MACON HIGHWAY



WATKINSVILLE, GEORGIA 30677



706-769-0229


The emergency hospital is staffed with technicians and a Veterinarian Monday through Friday from 6:00 pm until 8:00 am the following morning. Weekend hours begin at 12:00 pm Saturday afternoon until Monday morning at 8:00 am.  The staff present will treat your pet and will transfer them back to Good Hands Veterinary Hospital as necessary.

Ten Commandments

For A Responsible

Pet Owner

1.  My life is likely to last 10 to 15 years.  Any separation from you will be very painful.

2.  Give me time to understand what you want of me.

3.  Place your trust in me -- it is crucial for my well being.

4.  Don't be angry with me for long, and don't lock me up as punishment.  You have your work, your friends, and your entertainment.  I ONLY HAVE YOU!

5.  Talk to me.  Even if I don't understand your words, I understand your voice when it's speaking to me.

6.  Be aware that however you treat me, I'll NEVER forget it.

7.  Before you hit me, remember that I have teeth that could easily crush the bones in your hand, but I choose not to bite you.

8.  Before you scold me for being lazy or uncooperative, ask yourself if something might be bothering me.  Perhaps I'm not getting the right food, I've been out in the sun too long, or my heart may be getting old and weak.

9.  Take care of me when I get old.  You, too, will grow old.

10.  Go with me on difficult journeys.  Never say, "I can't bear to watch it" or, "Let it happen in my absence."  Everything is easier for me if you are there.  Remember, I Love You.






Author Unknown

